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LINCOLN ASSOCIATION OF JC HOLDS ANNUAL COMMEMORATION

Lincoln Association of Jersey City will host its annual dinnes in tribute to Abraham Lincoin at 6 p.m. at Casino-
in-the-Park. There will be an invocation, a recitation of Lincoin’s second inaugural address, o music program of
patnotic songs and a welcome home 10 members of NJ National Guaed who served In rag and Cuba. Pictuwed
are members in front of Lincoln's statue at the entrance of Lincoin Park, Jersey City

NFTER-SCHOOL ALTERNATIVE

Program taps into kids’ talents, keeps them off streets

Faith Matters

Rev. Alexander M.
Santora

irst they were singing
verses saying, “Higher,
higher, higher.”
I'hen, “Lower, Jower,
lower,” followed by
“Supet, super, super.”

And finally, “Glory, ghory,
glory”

Some 50 kids in the alter
school center of New City Kids
Chusch were rabsing the roof as
sides A & B competed foe the
most points, o they could pick
out a galt

But the real gt was seeing
the rnllmitm?:nd camarade-
rie of the diverse gathering as
they enjoyed the missic

“They kove to be heve and
they love 1o pray.” sald Damese
Oliveri, 30, the after-school
center and creative arts coordi-
aatog and ane of the two full-
time chuarch emplovoes

DARNESE OLIVER! is the cooedne
tor of the New City Kids Chusch

after-school centar i Jessey City.
She clags along with kds

’

She explained that one part of
the after-school program con
shsts of ttoring and completing
homework. Then they have fun
bat it is couched in a way that
thay learn. Music is a main
mltlﬁ 10 Lap the talents of the

And the pastor, the Rev,
Trevor Rubingh, 19, is an ac-
complished musician on key-
board and guitar and is leamning
bass and drums. Couple that
with a bravissimo personality
that brings out the best in these
Kidks

"Who can play fous mea-
sures? he holiess out o ihe
crowd, followed by a silence as
one boy climbs the stage and
does jast that an the keyboard.
He Is wildty applauded

Kubingh believes that young
people possess undeveloped art
and music abilities and they
can shine with the oght
support. New City Kids learn
the Gospel message theough
dance, drama, worship and
video and computer “min
istries.” And the refitted ware
house on the corner of Falr
mount and Monticello avenues
has high-tech projectors, sound
systemns and video equipmaont
10 make it foel like its MTV. But
make that stand for Messiah TV

The words of the songs are
projected on an oversize screen
on a stage o it feels like it's a
performance space

And the young people rise 1o
the occasson. Some of them are
hired to work the equipment for
the many programs that take
place thete, There's a Saturday
progmam, Friday night youth

programs at 7, summer camp
and long periods called Kids
Chureh, where the children
woeship in an interactive, fun-
filled environment

Dashica Jordan, 238, of Jersey
City has sent her two older chil
dren to thelr Hallelujah nights
where the children play drums
and sing, as well as to summer
camp and the Saturday pro
grams for the last two years

She said, “1 think it's great
that the chikiren have a saf

place for them to go *

The Rev, Trovee Reingh, pastor of New City Church, gives a Ngh-five to

one of the kids at his after-school program

That confidence is exactly
what Rubingh and his staff have
worked hard to achieve since
1996 when they founded Kids
Church in the basement of the
Iglesia Cristiana Reformanda
Church on Summit Avenue off
Five Cotners in Jersey City
where they remaimed for about
six years

Same 300 kids were showing
up on Saturdays bused In from
all over [rru-y Caty and meeting
in three shifts. This s
vealed to Rubingh that they

IOCESS It

have (0 provide wholesome al-
teenatives (o the drug-dealing
strect comers, which rob vouth
of thelr Innocence. With
support from the Chrtstian Re-
formed churches in northern
New Jersey, Hubingh was able 1o
mise the $500.000 necded W
buy the current site oa Monti
cello and then refit it for abow
$100,000, a lot of labor and

donated services.
The large Mhﬂillf space is
adorned h‘il{ brright banners

made and donated by visiting
churches as well as by the 700

WHMAT; New Cry Kots Chopen
WNIRE: 240 | sernours Ave
Cay

DETAILS: (201) 9150506 or »
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SIGN UP: The teaen acotpts ity
U0ns 10 come and Yead sonivp ot
area churches. They are Siging o
pasapants for Der NNGDOM
MAXT OV R with Speciyl Guet Bat
Campolotniotl 20 730 pm
$10 for it $7 feor 17 and
et
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kids who visited the church lass

year
And they make an Impact
Six-year-old Deearvis Jordan, a

ﬂnl-luadtr. remembers that
“the signs have Gospel words.”
His older sister, Dadjah, 8 and
a thisd grader at Schomburg
Charver School, 1alked about
the frules of the Spinit, fruits

that God gave us”

The ]0(3&1 chiicioen are living
proof that New City Kids
Church ROLS §15 MESSAge ACross

SANTORA i the pastee of ODur Lady of
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